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1913. 

Nylholmroyd  Urban  Sanitary  Authority. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

IYIedical  Officer  of  Health. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  1913.  The  popu¬ 
lation  according  to>  the  last  census  is,  4,152. 

During  the  year1  several  new  houses  have  been  erected 
and  others  are  being  constructed. 


GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Although  the  bed  of  the  valley  is  about  300  feet  above 
sea,  level,  the  District  is  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  hills, 
rising  abruptly  400  to  700  feet  above  the  level  of  the  bed  of 
the  river,  which  flows  from,  west  to  east,  through  the  deep, 
narrow,  serpentine  valley.  There  is  an  off-shoot,  to  the  south¬ 
west,  the  Gragg  Valley  winding  round  to  the  south,  to 
terminate  on  the  Blacks tone  Edge  Moors. 

The  people  are  thrifty,  well-clad,  sturdy,  and  of  medium 
height,  and  their  houses  with  few  exceptions!  are  very  clean 
and  typical  of  the  Yorkshire  country  home.  They  are  em¬ 
ployed  chiefly  in  woollen  and  cotton  mills,  ready-made 
clothing  shops,  or  engaged  in  agriculture. 

The  house  accommodation  for  the  working  classes  is 
exceptionally  good ;  it  is  adequate  and  well  fitted  for  habita¬ 
tion.  The  streets  are  fairly  wide,  there  is  sufficient  airspace, 
and  the  surroundings  are  not  lacking  in  cleanliness. 
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Action,  has  been  taken  under  Paris  1,  2  and  3  of  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909  : 

No-.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  and  for 

the  purpose  of  Section  17,  Act  1909  .  60 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  which  on  inspection  were 
considered  to  be  in  a,  state  so  dangerous  or 
injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  ha.bi- 
tatio  n  .«•  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

No-.  of  representations  made  to  the  Local 
Authority  with  a  view  to  the  making  of 
closing  orders  .  0 

No.  of  closing  orders  made .  0 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects  of  which 
were  remedied  without  the  making  of  clos¬ 
ing  orders  .  0 

No-,  of  dwelling  houses  which  after  the  making 
of  closing  order's  were  put  in  a  fit  state  of 
habitation  .  0 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. — -Males  26,  Females-  32  ;  Total,  58  ;  Rate  14.04 
per  1000.  Rate  1912  was  13.00  per  1000.  Average  rate  for 
the  past  five  years,  14.88. 

HEATHS- — Males  31,  Females  41  ;  Total  72;  Rate  17.41 
per  1000.  Rate  1912  was  16.37.  Average  rate  for  the  past 
five  years,  15.35. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  are  as  follows:- — Malignant 
disease,  Cancer  10;  diseases  of  the  kidneys,  9;  Heart  disease, 
8 ;  Bronchitis,  7 ;  Senile  decay,  8 ;  Phthisis,  6 ;  Tuberculo¬ 
sis,  1;  Pneumonia,  3;  Violent  Deaths,  2.  No  deaths  oc¬ 
curred  from  zymotic  diseases. 


Five  deaths  occurred  outside  your  district  in  Public 
Institutions;  also  one  died  out  of  the  district.  Four  inquests 
were  held  during  the  year. 

THE  INFANTILE  DEATH-RATE  is  51.7  per  1000. 
This  shows  a  very  marked  decrease  in  comparison  with  last 
year,  when  it  amounted  to  92.59,  and  to  the  year  1911  when 
it  was  117.5  per  1000. 

There  were  only  three  deaths  during  1913,  the  various 
causes  being:  Bronchitis  1,  Marasmus  1,  and  Premature 
Birth  1. 


COMPARATIVE  TABLES. 


1909  . 

Deaths  under 
one  year. 

.  4  . 

Births. 

..  63  .... 

Infantile 
Mortality  Rate 

.  63.49 

1910  . 

.  3  . 

..  67  .... 

.  47.77 

1911  . 

.  8  . 

..  68  .... 

.  117.5 

1912  . 

.  5  . 

..  54  ... 

.  92.59 

1913  .  3  .  58  .  51.7 


BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 


Death-Rate. 

Birth-Rate. 

1913,  per  1000  of  populat 

ion..  17.41 

.  14.04 

1912, 

...  16,37  . 

.  13.00 

1911, 

...  14.9  . 

.  16.36 

1910, 

...  10.41  . 

.  15.88 

1909, 

...  19.18  . 

.  15.15 

Average  for  5  years  ... 

.  15.35  . 

.  14.88 

AGES  AT 

DEATH. 

Non- 

Residents. 

Resident.  Males.  Females. 

Under  1  year . 

0  . 

1  .  2 

1  and  under  5  years  . . 

.  0  . 

1  .  4 

5  and  under  15  years  . 

.  0  . . 

0  .  0 

15  and  under  25  years  . . 

.  0  . 

1  .  1 

25  and  under  65  years  . 

.  1  .  13  .  15 

65  years  and  upwards  . 

0  .  15  .  19 

Totals  (a)  . 

1  .  31  plus  41 

Totals  (b)  . 

1 

72 

OLD  AGE. 

Age.  1913  1912  1911 

1910  1909 

65  and  under  70  .  10 

•  •  •  6  .  • «  5 

5  ...  10 

70  and  under  80  .  20 

...  10  ...  13 

...  9  ...  16 

80  and  over  .  4 

...  7  ...  2 

. . .  3  ...  8 

34 

23  20 

17  34 

COMPARISON  WITH  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

Zymotic 

Birth 

Death 

Death  Infantile 

Rate. 

Rate. 

Rate.  Mortality, 

England  and  Wales  ...  23.9 

...  13.7  ... 

1.20  ...  109 

Do.  less  241  towns  ...  22.3 

...  13.1  ... 

0.8  ...  96 

Mytholmroyd,  1913  ...  14.04 

...  17.41  ... 

0.00  ...  51 
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CANCER. — There  have  been  no  less  than  10  deaths 
from  malignant  disease  during  the  past  year,  viz.,  3  males 
and  7  females,  varying  in  ages  from  56  to  78.  The  per¬ 
centage  of  deaths  during  the  past  ten  years  previous  to  1913 
amounts  to  only  4.3  a  year.  Owing  to  the  very  marked 
increase  during  the  past  year,  I  would  strongly  advocate 
the  advisability  of  adopting  some  more  stringent  form  of 
disinfection  of  the  houses,  linen,  and  wearing  apparel  in 
all  cases  of  cancer.  I  have  considered  this  later  on  in  my 
report. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

I  am  pleased  to>  say  that  I  can  present  you  with  a  very 
satisfactory  report  on  these  diseases. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — 'Two  cases  only  have  occurred. 

DIPHTHERIA. — One  case  only  was  notified. 

ENTERIC1  FEVER. — There  was  only  one  case  and  this 
was  notified  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  just  after  one 
or  two  other  cases  had  occurred  in  the  district. 

ERYSIPELAS. — Seven  cases  were  notified  but  were  not 
of  a  serious  nature,  being  chiefly  facial  erysipelas. 

TUBERCULOSIS.  — •  Only  four  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year,  against  nine  oi 
the  previous  year.  As  all  forms  of  tubercular  disease  have 
now  to  be  notified,  I  have  received  six  notifications  during 
the  year.  In  all  cases  of  phthisis  (pulmonary  tuberculosis), 
every  precaution  isi  taken  of  advising  those  afflicted  with  the 
disease  of  the  disposal  of  the  sputum  and  the  general  rules 
of  health  which  should  be  adhered  to  for  the  safety  of  others. 

The  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  zymotic  diseases 
may  to  a  great  extent  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  head 
masters  of  the  schools  have  taken  careful  precaution  in  at 
once  notifying  me  of  any  suspicious  case  either  in  children 
attending  school  or  absent  therefrom  owing  to  sore  throats 
or  rash. 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  NOTIFICATIONS. 


1913 

1912 

1911 

1910 

1909 

Smallpox  . . . 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

2  ... 

14  ... 

83  ... 

3  ... 

1 

Diphtheria  . 

1  ... 

5  ... 

14  ... 

17  ... 

0 

Membranous  Croup  . 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0 

Continued  &  Typhoid  Fever 

1  ... 

2  ... 

3  ... 

0  ... 

0 

Erysipelas  . 

7  ... 

0  ... 

4  ... 

4  ... 

4 

Puerperal  f  ever  . 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

1  ... 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

4  ... 

9  ... 

0  ... 

0  ... 

0 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases 

6  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

21 


30  104 


25 
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WATER  SUPPLIES. 

A  very  pure  supply  from  the  uplands  and  moors  is 
provided  by  the  Halifax  Corporation,  in  bulk.  It  passes 
through  filter  beds  lined  with  limestone.  The  water  assess¬ 
ments  are  still  increasing,  and  it  is  very  satisfactory  to  note 
that  several  doubtful  supplies  have  been  discarded  in  favour 
of  the  Council  water.  At  the  close  of  1912  there  were  619 
assessments,  and  at  the  close  of  1913  718. 

The  water  is  plumbo-solvent,  and  should  therefore  if 
possible  not  flow  through  lead  pipes  for  domestic  use.  JST o 
administrative  action  has  been  required  with  regard  to  lead 
poisoning  during  the  year. 

THE  SCHOOLS. 

Owing  to  the  absence  of  any  epidemic  disease,  I  have 
not  found  it  necessary  to  inspect  any  of  the  schools  during 
the  year.  All  the  schools  are  kept  very  clean,  and  the  sani¬ 
tary  arrangements  are  good.  The  day  schools  are  regularly 
inspected  by  the  County  Council  staff. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

This  is  provided  by  the  farmers  within  your  District. 
The  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  are  whitewashed,  and  on  the 
whole  kept  clean.  No-  action  has  been  taken  with  regard 
to  Tuberculous  milk. 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act.  Premises  where  foods  are  prepared,  stored,  or 
exposed  for  sale  are  clean  and  in  good  sanitary  condition. 

THE  FOUR,  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES 

are  kept  clean  and  in  good  order.  No  regular  inspections 
are  made  at  the  time  of  slaughtering.  No  Inspector  is 
appointed  having  a  special  certificate  in  meat  inspection. 

sewerage;  and  drainage. 

These  are  very  efficient.  All  house  drains  connected 
with  the  sewers  are  trapped  and  properly  ventilated.  All 
houses  are  practically  coupled  with  the  main  sewer.  The 
600  yards  of  pot-piping  laid  down  last  year  in  Wadsworth 
Lanes  has  now  been  completed  and  coupled  up  with  the 
main  sewer  at  Hebden  Bridge. 

POLLUTION  OF  THE  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

Considering  their  former  condition  the  pollution  is 
reduced  to  a  minimum. 

EXCREMENT. 

This  is  disposed  of  by  cart  from  pail  closets,  partly  into 
the  sewer  at  Brearley  and  part  is  taken  to  Blaekstone  Edge 
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Moor,  the  rest  by  water  carriage  system.  There  are  now  229 
water  closets,  but  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  every 
house  was  fitted  with  w.c.  All  the  excreta,  is  now  removed 
at  night.  I  consider  this  to'  be  a,  highly  satisfactory  arrange¬ 
ment,  and  it  certainly  tends,  toward  keeping  the  district 
healthy  and  free  from  disagreeable  smells. 

THE  REMOVAL  AND1  DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

This  is  carried  out  by  a  scavenging  staff ;  boxes  and 
pails  placed  for  the  reception  of  this  are  emptied  weekly. 
All  ashpits  are  now  emptied  weekly,  instead  of  periodically, 
much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  residents. 

DISPOSAL  OF  OFFAL. 

Offal  is  still  placed  in  middens  and  not  buried  in  trenches 
as  previously  suggested.  Those  using  Slaughter-houses  could 
combine  for  the  disposal  of  their  offal  at  a,  small  cost. 

There  are  no  nuisances  left  over  from  last  year  unabated. 

BYE-LAWS  AS  TO  HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS, 
OFFENSIVE  TRADES,  &c. 

We  have  no  such  houses  and  no  need  for  bye-laws. 

METHODS  OF  DEALING  WITH  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES'. 

During  the  past  ten  years  about  one-third  of  the  cases 
have  been  treated  at  the  F'ielden  Hospital  and  the  remainder 
at  home.  Providing  that  there  is  sufficient  accommodation 
for  the  proper  isolation  of  the  case,  home  treatment  can  well 
be  carried  out,  and  I  have  not  observed  any  greater  tendency 
for  the  disease  to'  spread  when  this  is  done.  At  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  each  case  the,  house  is  disinfected  with  a  Formalin 
spray,  clothing  is  washed  and  placed  in  disinfectant,  and 
the  floors  scrubbed  with  disinfectant. 

With  regard  to  Cancer,  which  appears  to  be  on  the 
increase  in  the  district,  I  hold  the  firm  opinion  that  the  same 
strict  measures  should  be  employed  for  disinfecting  houses 
in  which  a  case  of  cancer  or  death  therefrom  occurs,  as  in 
notifiable  diseases.  I  consider  that  in  every  case  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  be  notified  as  soon  as  a 
diagnosis  is  made;  that  it  then  should  be  his  duty  to  visit 
the  house  and  either  verbally  or  by  distribution  of  leaflets 
advise  the  residents  as  to'  the  general  rules  they  should 
adhere  to  regarding  disinfection  of  water  closets,  utensils, 
and  clothing  used  by  the  patient.  After  a  death  the  rooms 
should  be  thoroughly  sprayed  with  Formalin,  or  better  still 
a  Formalin  lamp  employed,  and  all  floors  and  woodwork 
washed  with  a  strong  solution  of  carbolic.  The  relatives 
should  be  advised  to  have  the  rooms  used  by  the  deceased 
whitewashed  and  re-papered,  and  all  clothing  utilised,  es- 
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pecially  during  the  later  stages  of  the  disease,  destroyed, 
as  well  as  the  bed  and  bedding,  and  that  this  should  be 
done  without  any  delay. 

By  strictly  enforcing  these  regulations,  and  by  the  co¬ 
operation  of  the  residents  in  the  matter,  we  may  be  doing 
something  towards  preventing  the  spread  of  this  terrible 
malady. 

You  have  no-  steam  disinfector  of  any  kind  on  a  large 
scale  for  the  disinfection  of  bedding. 

METHODS  OF  CONTROL  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Compulsory  notification  of  Tuberculosis,  I  am  pleased 
to  note,  has  now  come  into  force,  and,  where  necessary  strict 
disinfection  will  be  carried  out,  and  people  advised  as  to 
precautions  necessary  to  make.  There  is  no'  Hospital  accom¬ 
modation  for  early  or  advanced  cases. 

THE  WORKSHOPS  AND  FACTORIES 

are  clean  and  supplied  with  closets,  separate  for  the  sexes. 
The  approaches  are  not  partitioned  off.  No  definite  rule  is 
insisted  upon  as  to  the  number  of  closets  with  regard  to  the 
number  of  workpeople.  There  is  no  definite  standard  of 
lighting.  Ventilated  spaces  do  not  exist  in  every  case  be¬ 
tween  the  closet  and  the  workroom. 

BAKEHOUSES 

are  all  on  the  ground  floor.  The  sanitary  conditions  are 
in  all  cases  satisfactory. 

TRIPE  BOILING 

is  the  only  offensive  trade.  The  premises  are  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  village. 

I  have  made  independent  inspection  of  your  District 
and  find  the  sanitary  conditions  and  the  general  state  of 
health  most  satisfactory. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  draw  your  serious  attention  to 
the  number  of  accidents  to  children,  fortunately  without  any 
serious  result,  owing  to  the  increase  of  traffic  and  the  fact 
that  they  have  no  other  playground  except  the  streets ;  and 
I  would  suggest  that  the  time  has  now  arrived  when  a 
recreation  ground  should  be  provided,  so  that  in  the  future 
the  dangers  of  the  streets  can  be  minimised. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  S.  HUDSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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APPENDIX  I. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Smallpox  . .  . 

1909, 

0 

.  1910.  1911.  1912. 
...  0  ...  0  ...  0 

1913 
...  0 

Chicken  Pox  . . . 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

Fevers — 

Scarlet . . . 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

..  0 

...  0 

Typhoid  or  Fnteric  . 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

Continued  . 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

Puerperal  . 

1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

Rheumatic  . 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

]  nfluenza . . 

3 

...  3 

...  3 

...  0 

...  1 

Diphtheria,  Membranous  Croup  . 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  1 

...  0 

Erysipelas  . 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

Measles  . 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  3 

...  0 

Whooping  Cough  . 

2 

...  0 

...  0 

..  0 

...  0 

Digestive  Organs — 

Stomach  and  Liver . 

1 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

Diarrhoea  and  Dysentery  . 

0 

...  0 

...  2 

...  2 

..  0 

Other  . . . 

0 

...  0 

...  4 

...  0 

...  0 

Pleurisy  . . . , . . 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

Haemoptysis  . 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

Laryngitis  . . 

0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  0 

Bronchitis  .  . 

15 

...  4 

...  6 

...  8 

...  i 

Pneumonia  and  Broncho-Pneumonia. 

1 1 

...  5 

r* 

...  / 

...  4 

...  3 

Phthisis  . 

5 

2 

...  0 

...  1 

...  6 

Tuberculosis  other  than  Phthisis . 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  3 

...  1 

Heart  and  Circulatory  System . 

6 

...  5 

...11 

...  5 

...  8 

Anaemia  and  Blood  Diseases . 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  1 

Premature  Birth  . . . 

0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

...  2 

Child  Birth,  Diseases  and  Accidents 
of  Parturition  . 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  3 

...  1 

Urinary  Organs  — 

Kidneys,  Bladder,  &c . 

3 

...  5 

...  6 

...  5 

...  9 

Diabetes . . . 

2 

. . .  0 

...  1 

...  3 

...  1 

Paralysis  . . 

0 

...  0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  . 

G 

...  3 

o 

...  o 

...  3 

...  1 

Convulsions  . 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  0 

...  0 

Meningitis  . 

0 

...  0 

...  2 

...  3 

...  0 

Cancer  and  Malignant  Disease . 

8 

o 

•  - .  O 

...  3 

...  3 

...10 

Senile  Decay  . 

0 

...  0 

...  3 

...  3 

. . .  8 

Violent  Deaths  and  Injuries . 

3 

...  3 

...  0 

...  5 

o 

Diseases  not  classified  .  . 

10 

...  9 

...  3 

...12 

...  1 0 

Residents  . 

81 

...44 

...62 

...68 

...72 

Non-Residents  . 

0 

...  0 

...  1 

...  1 

...  0 

81 

...44 

...63 

...69 

...72 

XI 

APPENDIX  II. 


Dr.  Page’s  Report  to  Local  Government  Board  upon 
a  prevalence  of  Enteric  Fever  at  Mytholmroyd 
and  upon  the  General  and  Sanitary  Condition 
of  the  village 

Report  signed  by  R.  Thorne  Thorne,  Assistant 
Medical  Officer,  dated 

General  Purposes  Committee’s  (County  Council) 
Report  — “  Proposed  Local  Board  District  for 
Mytholmroyd  and  Hebden  Bridge,”  and  Re¬ 
port  of  Committee  appointed  to  hold  Local 
Inquiries,  signed  E.  A.  Mackie,  dated 

'  Mytholmroyd  Local  Board  formed 


15,841  0  0 


Population  (1911),  4,152.  Area,  6,959  Acres. 
Population  (1912),  4,152. 

Inhabited  Houses  :  — 

Occupied,  1,207  ;  Empty,  68  ;  Total,  1,275. 

Rateable  Value  : —  £  s.  d. 

As  per  Valuation  List  ...  ...  25,041  10  9 

General  District  Rate  Assessed  on  ...  18,141  2  6 

(a)  Full  Rateable  Value 

(Houses  and  Buildings)  ... 

(b)  One-Fourth  Rateable  Value 

(Land,  &c.) 

(c)  Total  Assessable  Value 
District  Rate  in  £,  1912,  3/8,  producing 
Adoptive  Acts,  Regulations,  &c.  : — 

Infectious  Diseases  Notification 
adopted 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act, 
adopted 


2,300 

18,141 


2 

2 


6 

6 


3,345  17 
Act,  1889, 
1890 


°2 


Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  III. 
adopted 

Canal  Boats  Acts,  1877  and  1884,  adopted 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1875  and  1879,  adopted... 

Midwives  Act  (1902),  in  force 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order, 
Model  Regulations,  adopted  ... 

New  Bridge  built  at  Marshaw  Bridge,  Cragg 

Water  Supply  from  Hebden  Bridge  Mains  ... 

Halifax  Corporation  Water  Mains  laid  to  Eastern 
Boundary  at  Upper  Foot 

Withens  Reservoir,  Sod  Cutting 

Withens  Reservoir,  Formal  Opening 

Joint  Hospital  Board  (Todmorden,  Hebden  Bridge, 
and  Mytholmroyd)  formed 

Sourhall  Hospital,  opened  1874,  Smallpox  Agreement 
dated 


Fielden  Hospital,  opened  1893,  Typhoid,  &c.,  Agree¬ 
ment  dated 


Hebden  Bridge  Sewerage  Works  opened  at  Redacre 


March,  1889. 
April  24th,  1890. 


March,  1890. 
1891. 


Sept.,  1892. 

Sept.,  1892. 

Sept.,  1892. 

1892. 

Dec.,  1895. 

April  1st,  1905. 

August,  1905. 
1892. 

July  1st,  1893. 
1899. 

April  18th,  1891. 
Aug.  25th,  1894. 

1892. 

June  30th,  1892, 

Jan.  22nd,  1894. 
Oct.  3rd,  1901, 
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Conveyance  of  Scarbottom  School  for  U.D.  Council 
Offices,  dated 

The  Provisional  Order  forming  the  Luddenden  Foot 
Joint  Sewerage  District,  dated 

The  Provisional  Order  including  Mytholmroyd  in  the 
Joint  Sewerage,  dated 

Drainage  Works,  commenced  1901,  completed 

Sam  Shaw,  Engineer.  Ben  Riley,  contractor. 

Purchase  of  Hebden  Bridge  Gas  Works 
Act  obtained 

Footpaths  laid  to  Cragg  and  White  Lee 

Footpath  laid  to  Spring  Villas 

New  Wall  (1  mile)  built  from  Dauber  Bridge 

Widening  of  Dauber  Bridge 

Widening  of  New  Bridge,  Mytholmroyd 

Ferro-Concrete  Bridge  built  over  the  Calder  at 
Mytholmroyd 

Hathershelf  Scout  Road  taken  over  by  the 
Council 

Road  Roller  Purchased  ... 

New  Road  Roller 

Shed  for  Roller  and  Fire  Station  Built 
Formalin  Spray  purchased 

Taking  out  Weir  in  River  Calder,  Whitehouses 
Land  Purchased  for  Widening  Road  at  Hawksclough 
Filter  House  at  Withens  Built 

Lamps  extended  from  Spring  Villas  to  Throstle 
Bower 

Extension  of  Water  Mains,  Woodleigh  to  Council 
School 

Water  Mains,  4  inch  ;  141  yards  to  Dale  View 

Water  Mains,  4  inch;  111  yards  to  Zion  and 
Aspinall  Street 


Feb.  20th,  1897. 

May  8th,  1897. 

May  16th,  1899. 
1903. 

May  30th,  1895. 

1900. 

1901. 

1902. 

1903. 

August,  1906. 
December,  1908. 
1903. 

November,  1902. 
Aug.  13th,  1906. 
1903. 

January,  1906. 
1913. 

1913. 

1913. 

1907. 

1907. 

1908. 

1908. 


70  yards  of  18  inch  Pot  Pipes  laid  in  Wadsworth 

Lanes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1908. 

700  yards  of  9  inch  Pot  Piping  laid  in  Birchcliffe  Lane  1911. 

6  inch  Water  Meter  fixed  at  Falling  Royd  instead 

of  4  inch  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1909. 

Extension  of  Water  Mains,  304  yards  ...  ...  1909. 

Extension  of  Water  Mains  ...  ...  ...  1910. 

Spring  Villas,  4in.  pipe,  15  yds. 

Caldene  Avenue,  6in.  pipe,  640  yds. 

Caldene  Avenue,  4in.  pipe,  99  yds. 

Sunny  Bank,  Jin.  pipe,  90  yds. 

Dale  View,  4in,  pipe,  15  yds. 

Cragg  Road,  4in.  pipe,  60  yds. 

Pismire  Hill  to  Brier  Hey,  l^in.  pipe,  300  yds. 


60  yds.  3in.  iron  pipes  in  Church  Lane  ...  1912. 

600  yds.  6in.  pot  piping  laid  in  Wadsworth 
Lanes  ...  ... 


1913. 
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200  yds.  3in.  water  mains,  New  House  Estate, 

50  yds.  3in.  water  mains,  Oxford 
Terrace,  50  yds.  3in.  water  mains, 

Caldene  Estate  ...  ...  ...  1913, 

Paving  South  Side  of  Tram  Line,  Grange  Mill  to 

White  Lee  Terrace  ...  ...  ...  1907. 


Paved  North  Side  Tram  Lines  from  Grange  Mill  to 

White  Lee  Terrace...  ...  ...  ...  1908. 

Setting  of  New  Road  and  County  Bridge  on  Herring 

Bone  Plan...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1909. 


Setting  of  Burnley  Road  on  both  sides  of  the  Tram 
Lines  on  the  Herring  Bone  principle,  from 
opposite  Grange  Street  to  Caldene  Bridge 

Burnley  Road,  from  Westfield  Terrace  to 
Council  School  ;  Paving  Broadbottom 
Lane  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Halifax  Tram  Extensions  :  — 

To  Mytholmroyd 
To  Calder  Bank 
To  Fallingroyd 


1910. 


1913. 


July  2nd,  1901. 
Nov.  30th,  1901. 
Dec.  21st.  1901. 


Chairman  of  the  Council — 

Councillor  JAMES  SIMPSON,  Acre  Villas,  Mytholmroyd. 

Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council — 

Councillor  JOHN  CULPAN,  Spring  Villas,  Mytholmroyd. 

Clerk  to  the  Council— JOHN  E.  CRAVEN,  Esq. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— Dr.  JOHN  S.  HUDSON. 

Sanitary  and  Canal  Boats  Inspector  and  Surveyor — 

Mr.  S.  SUTCLIFFE. 

Rate  Collector— Mr.  JAMES  FARRAR. 
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APPENDIX  III. 


METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT. 


I  am  enabled  to  furnish  the  following  Weather  Observations 

o 

through  the  kindness  of  A.  R  Crossley,  Esq.,  J.P.,  of  Falling 
Royd  : 


January  ... 

Rainfall 

(inches) 

.  .  5.43 

Days 

*01  or 

on  which 
more  fell 

23  ... 

T’mper’ture 

(mean) 

...  35.45 

February  _ 

...  2.27 

•  •  •  ,  •  • 

12  ... 

...  38.72 

March  . 

...  7.54 

25  ... 

...  41.24 

April . 

...  5.73 

20  ... 

...  43.92 

May  . . . 

...  3.32 

16  ... 

...  49.98 

June  . 

...  2.54 

14  ... 

...  54.15 

July  . 

...  1.37 

10  ... 

...  57.72 

August  . 

...  1.86 

9  ... 

...  52.10 

September  .. . 

...  1.79 

13  ... 

...  49.48 

October . 

...  1.8  L 

14  ... 

...  44.42 

November  . . . . 

...  5.69 

26  .. 

...  40.37 

December  . . . 

...  3.93 

19  ... 

...  41.03 

Average 
previous  25 

of 

years 

43.28 

201  ... 

...  45.71 

...  45.07 

. 

207  ... 

...  46.29 

The  year  began  with  a  continuance  of  the  wet  weather  of 
1912,  and  this  lasted,  more  or  less,  until  April,  after  when  we 
had  a  normal  Spring,  and  a  very  dry  and  warm  Summer  and 
Autumn,  with  much  sunshine  in  September  and  October,  the  year 
ending  with  mild  and  wet  weather. 

January. — Wet  and  mild.  Rain  fell  on  23  days. 

February. — Very  wet  for  the  first  nine  days,  then  almost 
rainless. 

March. — The  wettest  March  recorded.  The  temperature 
was  low,  though  there  was  very  little  east  wind. 

April. — Wet  and  Cold.  The  rainfall  was  double  the  average, 
and  the  temperature  one  degree  below  the  average.  The  wettest 
twelve  months  recorded  here  was  from  October  21st  1911,  to 
October  20th  1912,  when  60.28  inches  fell  (on  238  days)  ;  the 
wet  time  did  not,  however,  end  with  this,  but  rain  has  continued 
to  fall  at  the  same  excessive  rate  up  to  the  end  of  this  month, 
making  93,67  inches  (on  363  days)  for  the  18  months,  October 
21st,  1911,  to  April  20th,  1913. 

May. — About  the  average  ;  brilliant  weather  in  Whit-week. 

June. — About  the  average,  but  not  much  sunshine  and  the 
day  temperature  often  low. 
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July. — Dry,  and  rather  cold  ;  not  much  sunshine. 

August. — Dry,  but  not  very  warm. 

September. — Dry  and  warm  and  sunny. 

October. — Dry  and  mild,  with  a  good  deal  of  sunshine. 
From  June  25th  to  October  24th,  a  period  of  four  months,  only 
6.30  inches  of  rain  fell.  This  small  amount,  together  with  the 
sunny  character  of  the  last  two  months,  was  the  cause  of  a  great 
scarcity  of  water,  (It  is  remarkable  that  the  drought  was  con¬ 
fined  to  the  North  of  England,  and  especially  to  this  part).  The 
previous  year  of  drought  was  1901,  when  rather  less  rain  fell  in 
the  same  time,  but  as  that  was  earlier  in  the  J^ear,  and  the  evap¬ 
oration  consequently  less,  the  scarcity  of  water  was  probably 
greater  this  year  than  in  1901. 

November. — Wet  and  mild.  Rain  fell  on  every  day  but 
four,  and  the  temperature  was  2~  degrees  above  the  average. 

December. — Still  mild  until  the  27th,  when  we  had  the  first 
severe  frost,  and  two  inches  of  snow.  This  did  not  last  long,  as 
a  thaw  set  in  on  the  31st. 
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APPENDIX  IV. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


Council  Offices, 

March  3rd,  1914. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Buildi?ig,  Sanitary, 

and  Sewerage  Committee . 

Gentlemen, — 

I  beg  to  present  my  yearly  Report.  During  the  year 
Plans  have  been  passed  for  33  houses,  4  shops,  1  alteration 
to  house  premises1,  1  outbuilding,  1  filter  house,  3  conveni¬ 
ences,  1  stores  room,  1  weaving  shed,  and  1  mill  chimney. 

Further  coupling  up  of  property  to  the  main  sewer  has 
been  proceeded  with.  Altogether  19  houses  have  been  so 
dealt  with  and  14  w.c.’s.  This  makes  a  total  of  803  houses 
and  premises  and  226  w.c.’s  coupled  up  so  far  to  the  main 
sewer. 

The  work  of  surface  water  drainage  has  been  further 
extended,  notably  at  Banks  Fields.  The  large  volume  of 
water  that  collected  here  from  the  streets  and  adjoining  land 
is  now  piped  to  the  natural  watercourse  in  Midgley-road. 

We  find  that  the  deposits  in  the  main  sewer  have  been 
reduced  to  a  minimum.  Of  course,  the  flow  of  sewage  is 
now  considerable,  with  the  large  increase  of  new  property  so 
recently  coupled  up,  and  consequently  making  the  sewers 
more  self  cleansing. 

Inspection  under  the  Town  Planning  Act  is  being  pro¬ 
ceeded  with,  and  a  large  number  of  defects  remedied. 

Some  50  houses  were  found  to  have  an  insufficient  supply 
of  water,  and  that  of  a  very  doubtful  character.  These  are 
now  taking  the  Council’s  supply.  In  fact,  most  of  them 
were  prevailed  upon  to-  adopt  this  course  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  severe  drought,  with  the  result  that  the  district 
has  been  remarkably  free  from  diseases  which  are  directly 
attributable  to  an  impure  water  supply. 

The  system  you  have  adopted  of  removing  excreta  during 
the  night-time  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction.  Although 
more  costly  in  working,  the  public  health  must  be  first 
considered.  I  may  say  that  complaints  have  been  less 
numerous  since  its  adoption.  T'hisi  remark  also-  applies  to 
the  further  extension  of  the  weekly  collection  of  ashes,  and 
the  abolishing  of  ashplaces  where  at  all  practicable. 
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The  draining  of  Wadsworth  Lanes  is  now  completed. 
The  length  of  the  main  sewer1  in  your  district  laid  for  this 
purpose  is  600  yards,  and  in  the  Hebden  Bridge  district 
some  7001  yards. 

In  connection  with  th©  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk- 
shops  Order,  the  usual  system  of  whitewashing  and  cleansing 
has  been  done.  There  are  at  present  100  on  the  register. 

Under1  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  there  has  been 
the  usual  supervision  as  to  cleanliness,  and  proper  sanitary 
arrangements  seen  to. 

The  Scavenging  of  your  district  as  usual  has  been  carried 
out  by  your  sanitary  staff,  and  337  loads  of  refuse  have  been 
carted  to  the  tip  at  Holderness  and  365  to  the  tip  at  Sower  by 
Scout  Read. 

New  water  mains  have  been  laid  at  the  following  places  : 
200  yards  3in,  main  in  New  House  Estate,  50  yards.  3 in. 
main  at  Oxford  Terrace,  and  50  yards  3in.  main  at  Caldene 
Avenue  in  connection  with  Mr.  Watson’s  new  property. 

The  number  of  water  rate  assessments  on  the  books  at 
the  close  of  1912  was  619;  at  the  close  of  1913,  718. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

S.  SUTCLIFFE, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  CANAL  ROATS  INSPECTOR. 


Council  Offices, 

January  14th,  1914. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Building ,  Sa?iitary 

and  Sewerage  Committee. 

Gentlemen — 

I  beg  to  submit  my  Yearly  Report  on  Canal  Boats. 

In  making  my  inspections  during  the  year  I  have  found  the 
oats  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  condition.  On  the  19  boats 
nspected  there  were  39  males,  no  females  and  no  children. 
In  my  previous  inspections  there  has  always  been  a  decreasing 
number  of  females  and  children, but  this  is  the  first  year  that 
none  have  been  met  with.  I  may  say  that  the  number  of  persons 
found  on  the  above  boats  was  44  less  than  the  registered  accom¬ 
modation.  At  all  times  every  facility  has  been  afforded  me  in 
making  a  thorough  inspection. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  SUTCLIFFE, 


Canal  Boats  Inspector. 


